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THE  EXCEEDING  SINFULNESS  OF  SIN. 

BY  REV.  SMITH  W.  MOORE,  A.  M. 

Prof  essor  of  Languages  and  Moral  Science  in  the  Tennessee 
Conference  Female  histitute, 

BY  REQUEST  OF  THE  TENNESSEE  CONFERENCE. 


"  Was  then  that  which  is  good  made  death  unto  me?  God  forbid. 
But  sin,  that  it  might  appear  sin,  workinjr  death  in  me  by  that  which  is 
go(>d,  that  sin  by  the  commandment  might  become  exceeding  sinful." 

Rom.  vii.  13. 

The  law  of  God  is  not  to  be  blamed  for  the  testimony  it 
bears  against  men's  evil  deeds.  "  The  wrath  of  God  is  reveal- 
ed from  heaven  against  all  ungodliness  and  unrighteousness  of 
men."  Is  it  the  law,  or  the  "ungodliness  and  unrighteous- 
ness of  men,"  that  causes  this  wrath?  The  simplest  mind  can 
answer,  for  but  one  answer  can  be  given.  Then  he  who  violates 
the  law,  and  thereby  finds  himself  a  "child  of  wrath,"  has  no 
one  to  blame  but  himself.  A  plain  illustration  will  set  this 
idea  forth  with  sufficient  distinctness.  A  man  may  look  out 
upon  a  landscape  that  is  illuminated  only  by  the  pale  faint 
moonlight.  The  outline  in  beautiful,  the  several  parts,  in  har- 
mony with  the  general  aspect,  heighten  the  scene  to  grandeur  ; 
and,  considered  in  all  its  traits  and  points  of  attraction,  it  a- 
wakens  even  sublime  emotions.  His  mind  is  filled  with  it 3 
charms,  and  his  tongue  is  eloquent  in  its  praise.  On  the  mor- 
row he  views  the  same  landscape,  now  no  longer  seen  by  the 
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moon's  deceptive  ligbt — the  sun's  clear  beams  have  dissipated 
all  obscurities  from  about  it.  A  mighty  change  has  been 
wrought.  Where  there  appeared  beauties  and  glories  inde- 
scribable, there  now  appear  prominent  deformities.  He  sees 
every  object  distinctly,  and  neither  in  combination  nor  separ- 
ately can  he  discover  those  striking  lines  of  sublimity  that  be- 
fore had  been  so  pleasing.  Nay,  the  scene  is  only  a  ragged, 
inharmonious  assemblage,  no  one  part  possessing  any  power  to 
please  the  eje  or  charm  the  mind.  Does  he  then  reproach  the 
siin^  which  has  merely  revealed  realities  and  shown  the  naked 
truth  ?  Will  he  curse  the  light  for  dispelling  the  baseless  vis- 
ion ?  Y/ould  he  rather  hug  the  delusion  and  nurse  the  phan- 
tom than  to  know  and  see  the  triUJi  as  it  is  f  To  do  so  would 
be  to  confess  himself  a  madman,  or  a  lover  of  lies. 

This  case  is  applicable  to  morals.  There  are  many  practices 
among  men,  which,  viewed  b}^  the  glimmering  light  of  this 
world,  appear  not  only  harmless,  but  even  excellent.  Such  arc 
the  common  actions  of  unre^'";encTate  men,  proceeding  natural- 
ly from  the  motives  and  principles  predominant  in  the  carnal 
mind.  It  is  natural  for  men  to  do  every  thing  that  is  forbid- 
den in  the  commandments,  and  to  neglect  the  things  therein 
enjoined  ;  not  because  the  law  has  a  tendency  to  drive  them  a- 
stray,  or  no  pover  to  restrain  their  devious  wanderings,  but  be- 
cause such  is  the  proclivity  of  their  depraved  natm^e.  The  law, 
being  fashioned  and  proclaimed  to  suit  this  nature,  only  pro- 
hibits the  evil  and  enjoins  the  good.  But  who  has  been  found 
jiatnrally  to  renounce  his  deeds  as  evil,  to  confess  their  deform- 
ity and  vileness  ?  Not  one.  When,  therefore — while  men 
are  living  in  their  darling  enjoyments,  glorying  in  the  plea- 
sures of  sin — the  commandment  is  announced,  showing  them 
the  blackness  of  their  deeds,  the  corruption  of  their  hearts  and 
the  fatal  tendency  of  their  perverse  lives,  and  tliundering  in 
their  ears  the  startling  declaration,  Cursed  is  every  one  that 
ccntinueth  not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  df 
the  law  to  do  them;"  shall  they  blaspheme  against  Gocl,  and 
contemn  his  law,  simply  because  it  testifies  against  their  sins? 
Unfortunately,  too  many  do  this  very  thing,  but  they  only  add 
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folly  to  their  crimes.  For  that  law  is  not  the  cause  of  their 
condemnation.  It  would  remain  as  harmless  as  a  sword  in  the 
scabbard,  had  thej  never  sinned.  These  sins  have  wrought 
their  ruin,  "  For  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge  of  sin ;  for  I 
had  not  known  sin  but  by  tlie  law."  ''The  law  is  holy,  and 
tlie  commandment  holy,  and  just  and  good."  "  Was  then  " — 
we  may  ask  in  the  language  of  the  text — "  that  which  is  good 
made  death  unto  me  ?  God  forbid,  13iit  sin,  that  it  might 
appear  sin,  working  death  in  me  by  that  which  is  good ;  that 
sin  by  the  commandmont  might  become  exceeding  sinful." 

My  design  is  to  unfold  and  enforce  the  doctrine  contained 
in  this  last  phrase,  and  show,  by  the  light  of  reason,  nature, 
-and  Holy  Scripture,  that  SIN  is  exceeding  sinful. 

Before  proceeding  we  must  understand  tlic  import  of  the 
term  sin.  What  is  it  ?  To  the  Bible  we  must  look  for  light 
on  this  point.  And  here  the  light  is  abundant.  This  word  is 
defined  in  two  different  places  in  the  New  Testament,  in  one 
by  Jesus  himself,  in  the  other  by  "  that  disciple  whom  Jesus 
loved."  Christ,  having  promised  his  disciples  "another  Com- 
forter," the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Spirit  of  truth,  adds  these  em- 
phatic words :  "  And  when  he  is  come,  he  will  reprove  the  world 
of  sin,  and  of  righteousness,  and  of  judgment ;  of  sin,  because 
they  believe  not  on  me."  The  plain  meaning  here  is  that  infi- 
delity, nnhelief  in  Christ  is  sin.  No  conflicting  definition  can 
be  drawn  from  it.  Again,  in  the  first  Epistle  of  John,  iii.  4, 
we  have  these  words :  "  Whosoever  committeth  sin  transgressetli 
also  the  law  :  for  sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  law."  Though 
this  passage  and  the  one  before  quoted  give  different  defini- 
tions of  the  same  thing,  yet  there  is  no  conflict  between  them. 
Jesus  knew  the  human  heart,  v as  perfectly  acquainted  with 
^' what  was  in  man,"  and  spoke  of  the  secret  springs  of  actions, 
and  gave  us  a  definition  of  sin  in  its  cause  iind  fountain,  imme- 
ly,  unbelief  in  the  licart.  This  is  the  essence,  the  elementary 
nature  of  every  sin,  from  Adam's  to  ours.  St.  John  spoke 
only  of  the  external  develojrments o^.  i\iQiivNduT*X  principle,  nam- 
ing the  clTect  instead  of  the  cau:;e,  the  outward  act  instead  of 
the  inward  disposition.    Sin,  therefore,  is  both  unbelief  and 
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transgression,  theoretical  and  practical  infidelity.  In  it  the 
whole  man  is  involved,  all  his  powers  are  implicated,  and  all  he 
gays  or  thinks,  desires  or  does,  is  biased  and  colored  by  it. 
It  rules  him  as  a  giant  rules  an  infant,  it  turns  him  as  gravity 
turns  the  stream  downward  ;  his  nature  is  perverted,  the  whole 
tendency  of  his  life  is  aT>'aY  from  God  and  holiness,  nor  can  he, 
in  so  hopeless  a  state,  make  one  single  step  towards  the  ac- 
complishment of  the  best  end  of  his  being.  Surely,  then,  the 
cause  which  operates  so  ruinous  an  issue,  must  be,  beyond  de- 
scription, bad,  evil,  vrrong.  Viewed  in  any  light  you  please, 
as  unbeliefs  as  transgression^  or  as  these  two  in  ccmlination^ 
sin  is  "  exceeding  sinful." 

1.  Let  us  examine  the  first  meaning,  that  is,  unbelief,  Thatj 
this  is  exceeding  sinful,  ir.ay  be  shown  from  three  considera- 
tions. 

1.  It  is  cherished  against  siiMcient  light  and  amine  evidence  - 
Whoever,  in  a  country  where  the  gospel  is  preached,  does  not 
believe  on  Jesus  Christ,  is  wholly  without  excuse.  The  light 
shineth,"  and  he  may  see  it  if  he  will.  And  becaTise  he  will 
not,  he  is  condemned ;  for  "  this  is  the  condemnation,  that  light 
is  come  into  the  world,  and  men  love  darkness  rather  than 
light."  Were  they  as  willing  to  see  the  truth,  to  rejoice  in  the 
light,  and  to  walk  in  it  as  they.are  to  abide  in  darkness,  they 
would  eagerly  embrace  the  gospel,  and  "  confess  that  Jesus  is 
the  Christ." 

The  evidence  is  ample.  None  is  more  so  on  any  scheme^ 
science,  theory  or  proposition  that  can  be  presented  to  a  ration- 
al mind.  I  can  see  no  need  of  a  great  parade  cf  a  priori  arg- 
umentation in  favor  of  the  gospel  scheme,  nor  of  an  array  of 
logic  to  prove  the  authenticity  of  the  holy  Scriptures,  and  the 
adaptedness  of  their  doctrines  to  the  case  of  sinful  man.  When 
?iuch  defences  of  the  truth  are  needed,  they  are  at  hand.  To* 
accomplish  the  end  just  now  before  us,  I  care  not  to  go  farther 
than  the  Book  itself.  This  book  lays  claims  to  divine  origin; 
and  divine  authority.  To  substantiate  these  claims,  the  proof 
is  overwhelming.  Two  items  of  it  may  be  profitably  consider- 
ed.   First.  He  who  carefully  reads  the  sacred  Scriptures,  and 
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faithfully  compares  their  contents  with  the  best  efforts  of  the 
unaided  human  intellect — and  he  may  make  his  selection  out 
of  all  the  depositories  of  recorded  wisdom  both  ancient  and 
modern — cannot  fail  to  be  struck  with  the  contrast,  the  mark- 
ed, convincing  contrast.   Eloquence  of  truth,  poetry  of  thought, 
purity  of  conception,  and  might  of  sublimity,  are  all  crowded 
thickly  together  on  every  page.    And  yet  when  we  search 
for  pomp  of  style,  for  attempt  at  mere  effect,  for  set  effort  or 
studied  expression  to  excite,  or  move  or  charm  us,  our  search 
is  in  vain.    Simplicity,  perspicuity,  chastity  pervade,  enliven, 
and  exalt  every  page.    And  then  the  words  are  burdened  with 
such  wonders  of  grace,  and  such  displays  of  love,  as  cannot  be 
<;onceived  in  the  human  mind.    Those  words  search  the  heart, 
enter  its  hidden  recesses  and  wake  up  the  soul  to  a  sense  of  its 
condition  and  to  a  realization  of  the  truth,  so  that  every  man 
who  steadfastly  gazes  upon  the  divine  page  is  pervaded  by  a> 
mazement  and  dread  to  sec  his  own  image  so  truthfully  reflect- 
ed from  it.    When  Christ  talked  with  the  woman  of  Samaria 
at  Jacob's  well,  and  evinced  a  perfect  knowledge  of  her  most 
private  history,  she  went  into  the  city  and  said  to  the  inhabit- 
ants, "  Come,  see  a  man  who  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I 
did ;  is  not  this  the  Chinst  T'    What  a  logical  inference  is  here, 
what  a  quick,  clear  act  of  reasoning  from  facts  to  the  truths 
they  teach!    Come,  then,  and  do  likewise,  ye  who  cavil  in  un- 
belief ;  come,  read  a  Book  that  will  tell  you,  not  only  all  you 
«ver  did,  but  all  you  ever  thought,  desired,  hoped  or  feared  ; 
that  vv^ill  reveal  yourself  to  you  more  distinctly  and  intimately 
than  you  have  ever  kno  vm  before  ;  is  not  this  the  Book  of  God? 
Did  not  he  who  formed  and  fashioned  all  your  powers,  and 
who  knows  the  secret  springs  of  your  actions,  dictate  these 
wonderful  pages  ?  lie  who    needed  not  that  any  should  testify 
of  man,"  because  "he  knew  what  was  in  man,"  did  not  he  in- 
spire these  words  of  naked  truth  ?    Of  this  mode  of  argument 
the  least  that  can  be  said  is,  that  it  challenges  the  most  sober 
reflectioQS  of  every  candid  thinker.   Again ;  the  second  thought 
alluded  ^^o  is  this  :  The  doctrine  of  Christ  carries  its  own  test. 
It  demaads  trial,  it  courts  experiment.    For,  said  Jesus,  '*If 
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any  man  will  do  Lis  will,  he  sLall  know  of  the  doctrine,  wheth- 
er it  be  of  God  J  or  wh-jtlier  I  speak  of  myself."  No  man,  then,, 
is  excusable  for  his  unbelief  until  lie  has  faithfully  tried  this- 
test,  obeyed  all  the  commands  of  Christ,  complied  with  all  the 
requisitions  of  the  gospel,  and  found  them,  by  actual  experi- 
ment, unworthy  his  confidence  and  affections.  It  is  a  sad  fact' 
that  the  practice  of  unbelievers  is  contrary  to  this  course. 
They  judge  without  reasoning,  and  condemn  without  examin- 
ing. They  are  the  children  of  those  to  whom  Christ  said, 
"  Ye  will  not  come  unto  me  that  ye  might  have  life."  Surely 
then,  if  those  who  had  "Moses  and  the  prophets  "  were  con* 
demned  without  further  overture  when  they  did  not  "hear 
them,"  those  who  "  trample  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and 
count  his  blood  an  unholy  thing,"  will  be  thought  worthy  of  an 
unspeakably  sorer  punishm^ent. 

2.  It  is  committed  against  a  system  of  mercy — an  offer  of 
jjardon  to  a  criminal. 

Taking  a  rational  view  of  man's  condition  and  God's  plan 
of  mercy,  as  they  stand  related  in  the  presont  dispensation,  a 
fair  conclusion  would  be  that  this  plan  would  be  hailed  by  man 
with  raptures  of  delight.  Is  not  its  rejection  an  anomaly  in 
his  intellectual  character  ?  Does  he  act  on  the  same  princi- 
ple, or  on  any  akin  to  it,  in  any  other  conceivable  case  ?  There 
maybe  now  and  then  a  case  of  evil  returned  for  good,  of  kind- 
ness requited  with  injury ;  but  men  generally  execrate  the 
wretch  who  thus  perverts  all  the  claims  of  reciprocity,  and  ex- 
pel him  with  scorn  from  the  ranks  of  the  worthy.  Should  we 
go  to  the  cell  of  the  criminal,  lift  him  from  the  filth  of  his 
dungeon,  unloose  the  fetters  from-  his  feet,  break  the  manacles 
off  kis  hands,  throw  open  the  doors,  and  bid  him  go  free,  would 
we  expect  him  to  turn  upon  us  with  bloody  rage  and  blows  ? 

A  lunatic  or  a  demoniac  might  do  so,  a  man  in  his  right 
senses  never  could.  And  yet  the  sinner  treats  his  Savior  thus. 
The  gospel  was  ushered  into  the  world  by  the  angelic  exclama* 
tion.  "  Good  vfiil  to  men  ;"  and  this  has  been  the  burden  of 
its  voice  to  this  day.  Christ  came  "  to  seek  and  to  save  that 
which  was  lost,"  "  to  call  sinners  to  repentance,"  "  to  preach. 
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deliverance  to  the  captives."  This  was  his  mission,  and  this 
is  vet  the  mission  of  all  his  true  ministers.  Therefore,  to  re- 
ject so  much  mercy,  to  despise  so  much  compassion,  to  trifio 
with  80  much  grace,  is  the  highest  grade  of  sin,  the  hlackcsf 
dje  of  wickedness. 

3.  But  the  enormity  of  the  crime  is  greatly  heightened  when 
we  consider  the  glorious  holiness  and  ivondei-f  ul  hoe  that  com- 
bine to  sa\e  our  souls. 

If  the  offer  of  salvation  were,  from  its  origin,  nothing  more 
than  a  legal  act,  a  transaction  in  equity,  arranging  conditions 
on  which  man  might,  Vfitli  more  certainty,  receive  his  just 
dues  ;  the  case  vfould  then  be  materially  altered.  Then  might 
he  use  stout  words  against  the  Almight}',  and  parley  with  the 
messenger  of  salvation,  with  more  appearance  of  propriety. 
But  there  are  no  such  features  in  the  whole  theory  of  the  gos- 
pel. It  comes  free,  unmerited,  unclaimed,  unsolicited.  It  was 
conceived  in  God's  fathomless  wisdom,  approved  by  his  ineffa- 
ble holiness,  and  carried  out  by  his  omnipotent  love.  In  all 
this  stupendous  preparation  and  triumphant  accomplishment 
uf  the  scheme  of  redemption,  man  had  no  part  nor  lot.  Even 
now  the  system  is  not  entrusted  to  his  keeping,  nor  dependent 
on  his  agenc}^  for  its  continuance.  All  he  has  to  do  with  it  is, 
to  hear  its  truth,  embrace  its  doctrines,  practice  its  precepts, 
iand  be  saved  by  its  pevfer.  Under  all  these  circumstances,  if 
he  reject  the  gospel,  is  not  that  act  sinful,  exceeding  sinful? 
The  man  v/lio,  in  all  respects,  is  upright  and  honest  before  his 
fellow-men,  is  yet  in  the  sight  of  God,  as  long  as  he  refuses  to 
embrace  Christ,  a  grievous  sinner.  Ke  shuts  his  eyes  against 
the  most  glorious  exhibitions  of  benevolence,  he  hardens  his 
heart  against  the  melting  tenderness  of  love,  nationally „ 
justly,  did  the  apostle  speak,  when  he  said,  "If  any  man  love 
not  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  let  him  be  accursed." 

In  view  now  of  the  three  points  presented,  we  may  safelj 
c^;nclude  that  sin  is  exceeding  sinful.  The  reason  God  has, 
given  us  tojudgeof  his  revealed  word,  the  gratitude  we  find 
within  us  for  special  benefactions,  and  our  inherent  sympathy 
for  what  is  gloriously  holy  and  iatense  in  love,  all  conspire  to 
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force  us  to  this  conclusion.  Simply  the  want  of  faith  in  Christ, 
without  any  overt  act,  is  all  that  is  necessary  to  make  a  man 
a  sinner ;  and  this,  when  considered  in  its  true  aspect  under 
the  gospel  dispensation,  will  appear  to  every  candid  mind  as 
sufficient  to  demand  the  most  decided  punishment. 

II.  Let  us  now  examine  the  second  meaning  of  the  word  nn, 
namely,  "the  transgression  of  the  law." 

The  word  transgress  means  to  go  ove?'  or  across  any  thing. 
The  law  of  God  is  the  rule  of  duty  and  the  boundary  line  of 
action,  prescribed  hy  him  to  man.  To  sin  then,  in  this  view, 
is  to  deviate  from  this  rule,  or  to  pass  beyond  this  line  of  limit- 
ation,— to  transgress  the  law  of  God,  either  in  its  injunctions  or 
its  prohibitions.  Such  a  course  of  conduct,  nay,  one  single 
action  of  this  nature,  involves  the  idea  of  open  contempt  for 
God's  authority.  It  sets  at  nought  his  claims  to  sovereignty, 
and  d-efies  the  majesty  of  his  government.  Therefore,  "sin 
by  the  commandment  becomes  exceeding  sinful." 

Now,  all  that  can  be  affirmed  of  the  motive,  may  also  be 
affirmed  of  the  action  that  proceeds  from  it ;  for  no  reason  can 
be  shown  why  the  moral  character  of  the  thing  done,  should 
in  any  degree  diiTer  from  the  intention  with  which  it  is  per- 
formed. If  the  tree  is  corrupt,  the  fruit  will  be  corrupt  also. 
A  bitter  fountain  cannot  send  forth  sweet  water.  This  is  the 
declaration  of  experiencie  and  of  Scripture.  If,  then,  unbelief 
is  the  source  of  every  outward  sin,  and  that  unbelief  is  as  sin- 
ful as  we  have  endeavored  to  shov/,  it  follows  that  "  every  trans- 
gression and  disobedience  "  of  God's  law  must  be  "  exceeding 
sinful." 

But  to  come  to  specialities,  an  analysis  of  the  quality  and 
circumstances  of  sin,  thus  defined,  will  set  forth  this  point  in  a 
^lear  and  coavincinj:  lio;ht. 

1.  It  is  committed  against  a  reasonable  law,  a>  just  Q>nd  equi- 
tous  rule. 

God  is  perfects — he  cannot  err.  That  which  emanates  from 
him,  must  be,  like  its  original,  perfect.  Specially  would  this 
}>e  th.e  case  in  so  grand  and  extended  a  field  of  manifestationg 
AStihe  organization  of  a  moral  government  for  an  intelligent 
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creature.  He  who  knew  from  eternity  all  relations  and  necee- 
eities,  could  have  no  need  to  experiment,  and  learn  by  trying 
various  forms,  what  one  would  be  best  adapted  to  the  demands 
of  the  case.  His  law  therefore  is  "holy,  and  the  command- 
ment is  holy,  and  just  and  good."  But  should  we  admit,  for  a 
moment,  the  possibility  of  his  erring,  it  would  still  bo  contra- 
ry to  reason  to  suppose  that  ho  had  created  man  for  the  pur- 
pose alleged  in  the  Bible — "  his  own  glory  " — and  placed  him 
under  a  government  so  organized  as  constantly  to  conflict  with 
man's  rational  nature.  It  cannot  be.  He  himself  appeals  to 
our  reason  to  establish  the  claims  of  his  law  upon  us,  or  in 
more  appropriate  terms,  to  force  from  us  an  acknowledgment 
of  those  claims.  Hence  the  sinner  is  styled  in  the  Scriptures 
a  fool" — that  is,  one  who  does  not  heed  the  voice  of  his 
reason,  nor  permit  it  to  decide  his  choice.  The  simple  fact 
that  God  is  what  he  is,  and  that  he  governs  a3  he  does,  and 
has  commanded  what  he  has,  is  enough  to  bring  man  under 
binding  obligation  to  render  to  him  homage  and  obedience. 
The  whole  human  race,  "his  offsring,"  his  creatures,  his  sub- 
jects ought  ever  more  to  express  their  pious  devotion  in  cease- 
less songs  of  praise. 

"Come,  sound  his  praise  abroad, 

And  hymns  of  glory  sing  ; 
Jeliovah  is  the  mighty  God, 

The  UNiv£r»sAL  King  I" 

Whoever  does  not  unite  in  this  expression  of  adoration,  but 
violates  the  just  and  reasonable  law  of  God,  sins  exceedingly 
against  his  Creator, 

I  am  not  afraid  to  place  this  point  on  still  broader  grounds. 
Had  God  seen  proper,  in  his  infinite  wisdom,  to  organize  his 
government  on  other  principles,  and  to  require  of  man  more 
or  different  service :  such  are  our  relations  to  him  and  his  to  us, 
that  this  government — wliatcvcr  might  be  its  nature — would 
still  be  reasonable  in  his  claims  upon  us,  to  violate  which 
would  be  to  sin  exceedingly.  His  right  can  never  be  disputed 
hj  his  creature.    We  are  in  his  hands  as  clay  in  the  hai^ds  of 
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the  potter;  shall  we,  then,  dare  to  say,  "why  hast  thou  made 
]iie  thus?"  It  is  the  most  cfi'ensive  presumption  to  cherish 
such  a  thought,  much  more  to  utter  such  a  word.  But  now 
(irod  has  condescended,  as  if  to  forestall  such  an  impiety,  to 
reveal  to  us  all  our  relations  to  him,  and  to  show  us  the  de- 
mands of  our  nature — all  that  is  needful  for  us  as  creatures 
and  probationers,  as  rational  beings  and  moral  agents ;  and  on 
examining  this  revelation  with  all  the  care  and  concern  natur- 
al to  be  felt  in  such  a  momentous  inquiry,  the  universal  award 
<^f  all  the  good  has  been  and  yet  is,  that  "  the  law  of  the  Lord 
perfect — the  statutes  of  the  Lord  are  right — the  command- 
ment of  the  liOrd  is  ])ure.''  There  is  nothing  wrong  nor  un- 
reasonable in  its  claims,  nothing  harsh  nor  tyrannical  in  its 
administration.  Therefore,  to  break  liislaw  is  sin — a  sin,  of 
which  the  mildest  that  can  be  said  is,  that  it  is  "exceeding 
sinful." 

Specially  will  this  truth  appear  when  we  view  the  subject  in.; 
the  affecting  light  in  which  the  Holy  Scriptures  present  it. 
liear  their  solemn  declaration:  "His  dominion  enduretb 
throughout  all  generations."  "The  Lord  reigneth,  let  the 
earth  rejoice  ;  let  the  multitude  of  the  isles  be  glad  thereof. 
(.Jlouds  and  darkness  are  round  about  him:  righteousness  and 
judgment  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne."  "Know  ye  that 
the  Lord  he  is  God  :  it  is  he  that  hath  made  us,  and  not  we 
ourselves."  Vfe  give  thee  thanks,  O  Lord  God  Almighty^ 
which  art,  and  wast,  and  art  to  come,  because  thou  hast  taken 
to  thee  thy  great  power  and  hast  reigned."  Thus  tlie  extent 
of  his  authority,  the  reasonauleiiess  of  his  law^  the  blessedness 
of  keeping  it,  the  righteousness  of  his  government,  his  right  to 
rule  over  us,  are  found  throughout  the  Bible — and  all  these 
things  are  considered  and  declared  to  be  reasons  why  we  (Aight 
to  praise  him  and  to  serve  him.  If  sucii,  then,  bo  the  nature 
of  tlie  law,  and  ihc  extent  and  !)indiugness  of  our  obligations, 
of  how  enormous  a  sin  is  he  guilty  who  rebel?  against  the  one. 
and  fails  to  comply  with  the  other. 

2.  It  is  committed  against  the  personal  intere'jt  of  the  sin- 
mr-f  and  that  of  mankind^ 
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God's  design  in  creating  man  was  his  own  glory,  "  For  Lis 
glory  we  are,  and  were  created."  But,  in  necessary  connec- 
tion with  this  design,  the  divine  government  is  so  arranged 
that  to  live  in  conformity  to  its  regulations  and  requirements 
is  the  only  way  to  secure  happiness.  This  principle  extends 
to  all,  even  the  minutest  lavrs  of  our  being.  No  man,  there- 
fore, can  put  aside  any  rule  prescribed  or  any  law  proclaimed, 
and  not  realize,  sooner  or  later,  the  infliction  of  its  penalty. 
To  suppose  that  he  can,  and  to  act  on  such  a  presumption,  'i^ 
as  rash  and  fatal  as  it  would  be  to  leap  fi  om  a  precipice  expect- 
ing to  avoid  irjury. 

Why  should  the  sinner  dream  of  promoting  his  interest  and 
securing  the  best  end  of  his  being,  by  a  courise  of  sin  ?  He  who 
forms  his  plans  of  living  according  to  this  principle,  enters  up- 
on a  fearful  enterprise.  It  is  at  v/ar  with  the  very  elements  of 
all  things  around  him.  God  cannot  be  pleased  with  him  ; — he 
derives,  then,  no  pleasure  from,  a  knowledge  of  so  high  a  state 
as  ''peace  with  God."  He  feels  that  "  God  is  angry  with  the 
wicked  every  day."  Should  he  meditate  flight  from  the  pre- 
sence of  his  Maker,  and  thinks  to  ItUfc'li  the  voice  of  condemna- 
tion in  the  whirl  of  earthly  pursuits,  his  efTorts  here  are  vain  ; 
for  his  faculties  are  all  out  of  harmony  with  nature.  Thi^ 
system  of  things  is  intended,  as  before  said,  to  promote  the 
glory  of  God,  and  the  sinner  is  conscious  that  Ids  moral  jiowers 
cannot  chime  in  with  the  universal  symphony.  In  regard, 
then,  to  the  external  universe  his  whole  life  is  one  of  violence 
and  strife — a  ceaseless  struggle  to  attain  an  end  by  the  use  of 
means  and  appliances  v.'hich  are  not  adapted,  on  any  i^ational 
principle,  to  such  an  accomplishment.  His  own  conatitutiou 
invariably  contradicts  his  theory.  All  the  odds  are  agaiii^t> 
him  in  the  desperate  conflict.  Ho  cannot  reasonably  antici- 
pate any  less  an  issue  than  defeat,  disgrace  and  everlasting 
shame. 

Place  the  case  in  another  attitude  :  suppose  that  there  U 
such  force  of  character  or  energy  of  vali  in  man,  that  he  can^ 
iii  spite  of  all  adverse  things  without,  triumph  over  every  ex- 
ternal obstacle,  and  by  main  strength  push  his  way  to  peaco 
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and  hamony  with  them.  What  would  he  gain  by  such  a  state? 
Nothing,  and  vrorse  than  nothing.  The  very  force  of  charac- 
ter by  v.  hich  outward  diificuliies  were  broken  down,  would  for- 
ever preclude  the  hope  of  victory  over  those  within.  The 
heart  is  "  the  seat  and  centre"  of  happiness.  He  who  has  it 
lOt  there,  strives  in  vain  to  find  it  elsewhere.  He  has  no  pow- 
er to  create  it  for  himself,  no  more  than  he  has,  by  a  simple 
act  of  the  will,  to  raise  his  body  into  the  air.  There  is  no  self- 
ronowing  element  in  his  nature — ro  means  by  which  he  can 
H.-ct  reflexivoly  upon  himself.  Can  the  Ethiopian  change  his 
skin,  or  the  leopard  his  spots?"  No  more  can  man  remodel 
or  modify  his  own  constitution.  That  his  nature,  <2S  it  is,  is 
incapable  of  happiness,  needs  not  be  proved  by  argument. 
The  truth  is  written  too  legibly  on  every  human  heart  to  re- 
quire proof.  This  nature,  then,  must  be  renewed,  changed^ 
transformed,  before  our  being's  end  and  aim  "  can  be  attain- 
ed. Now,  the  question — the  only  one  that  ougbt  to  occupy 
the  thoughts  of  sober-minded  men — is,  how  can  this  change 
bo  vi'rought  ?  "  Who  sliall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this 
death?"  It  can  be  done  by  Almighty  power  alone,  the  inter- 
position of  which,  according  to  the  holy  Oracles,  is  barred  by 
Hin.  If  this  be  the  fact,  does  not  he  who  commits  sin  do  vio- 
lence to  his  own  interest?  Is  he  not  fighting  against  the  only 
means  that  gracious  Heaven  has  provided  to  remedy  the  eviifi 
thai  he<(it  him  ?  Every  struggle  he  makes  to  promote  his  well- 
i^eing,  by  means  of  his  own  invention  or  discovery,  plunges  him 
deeper  and  deeper  into  wretchedness.  Therefore,  to  live  in 
sin,  m  view  both  of  God's  law  and  man's  natural  condition,  is 
s?,uf?id  lunacy,  reckless  madness,  daring  impiety.  It  bars  the 
imner  from  every  outward  source  ol' joy,  and  dries  up  all  the 
iLward  springs  of  pleasure. 

U  such  bc'  the  truth  in  the  case  of  the  individual^  how  much 
liiQVQ  strong]}'  true  must  it  be  vrith  regard  to  the  tuhoU  race. 

All  our  wv^es,"  domestic,  social,  and  political,  owe  their  ori- 
gin t(j  sin.  Its  prevalence  in  the  world  has  thrown  into  confu- 
tion  the  whole  SGeial  compact.  The  necessity  for  penal  lawB, 
irCiirts  of  justice,  houses  of  correctionj  and  dungeons  of  confine- 
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ment,  had  never  been  known  but  for  sin  ;  and  their  very  walls 
are  unintended  monuments  of  the  melancholy  truth,  that  the 
chief  care  of  human  governments  is  to  avoid  immediate  de- 
struction and  ruin  by  it.  Men's  dependence  on  society,  an-d 
their  unavoidable  connection  with  it,  make  every  sin  affect  the 
whole  mass.  When  the  whole  mass  are  sinners,  what  must  be 
the  result?  The  sins  of  the  people — of  collective  nmn — be- 
come enormous,  and  cry  to  God  for  vengeance.  Need  we  vfov- 
der  that  he  sent  his  flood  of  wrath  and  swept  tho  antediluviaiis 
from  the  earth — that  he  turned  the  cities  of  Sodom  and  Gom- 
orrah into  ashes,  and  condemned  them  with  an  overthrow — or 
that  his  word  is  pledged  to  burn  up  the  earth  in  the  day  of  his 
fiery  indignation  ?  Should  we  not  rather  wonder  that  his  anger 
is  stayed,  and  the  day  of  our  doom  postponed  ?  Oh  !  the  ex- 
ceeding sinfulness  of  sin.  It  beggars  language,  it  laughs  at  fancy. 
Here  all  we  can  know  of  it  is,  that  it  is  exceeding — that  no  term 
comprehensible  to  the  human  intellect  can  express  tho  idea ; 
and  hereafter^  the  poor  sinner  who  goes  into  eternity  "withal! 
his  sins  upon  him,"  shall  know  it  only  by  feeling  the  fierce 
rigors  of  eternal  fire,  and  by  paying  the  infinite  penalty  of  his 
crimes  in  "  the  lake  that  burneth  "  forever,  and  forever,  and 
forever.  With  these  manifest  consequences  before  us,  who 
doubts  the  exceeding  sinfulness  of  sin  ? 

3.  It  is  committed  against  Crod  the  Sovereign^  hy  man  the 
Subject. 

The  bare  mention  of  this  relation  existing  between  God  and 
man,  is  sufficient  to  display  the  extent  of  our  cbligation,  and 
the  wickedness  of  the  act  that  violates  it.  Let  this  point  be 
once  settled,  that  "the  Lord  reigneth,"  and  another  is  settled 
with  it,  that  man  ought  to  be  his  willing  and  faithful  subject, 
to  be  any  thing  less,  to  act  in  any  other  manner,  is  sin — sin 
of  the  deepest  criminality. 

I  do  not  suppose  an  argument  necessary  to  show  the  per- 
Terseness  of  insubordination  in  human  governments.  The 
principle  In  the  abstract  is  hateful  to  our  upright  mind.  W^e 
are  so  constituted  as  to  abhor  it,  on  account  both  of  its  intrinsic 
demerit  and  its  necessary  tendency.    We  never  stop  to  reason 
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on  these  points,  but  when  a  case  comes  under  our  observation 
intuitively  pronounce  against  it  the  bitterest  condemnation. 
The  wretch  wlio  can  live  under  a  wise  and  wholesome  govern- 
ment, and  yet  make  it  the  business  of  his  life  to  shun  his  duty 
and  avoid  compliance  with  its  requisitions,  is  only  mentioned 
by  his  fellow-men  to  be  abhorred  and  execra^ted.  He  assumes 
a  prerogative  and  acts  on  a  principle  which,  if  pursued  by  all, 
would  lead  to  the  destruction  of  that  very  organization  whose 
<:ontrol  of  others  he  makes  the  occasion  of  his  own  outrages. 
What  right  has  he  to  ai-rogate  this  course  to  himself,  while  he 
would  have  others  to  pursue  a  different  one,  such  as  will  secure 
to  all  the  blessings  of  protection  and  security  ?    Now,  if  such 

character  be  so  execrable  in  mere  human  governments,  what 
must  be  its  moral  aspect  in  the  divine  ?  Baser,  in  proportion, 
iis  the  divine  is  better  than  the  human.  Take  one  example  : 
t  he  law  of  God  proclaims,  Thou  shalt  not  covet."  The  man 
who  is  "  greedy  of  filthy  lucre,"  who  Strives  by  all  means  to 
get  the  possessions  of  others  into  his  own  hands,  would  fain 
have  all  men  generous  and  honest  but  himself.  For  if  all  were 
like  him  in  heart  and  life,  he  would  have  so  much  the  less  op- 
portunity to  practice  his  oppressive  and  over-reaching  mea- 
sures. A  fouler  heart,  a  more  perverted  disposition,  a  worse 
moral  nature,  cannot  be  found  outside  of  perdition.  Who  that 
views  the  subject  in  this  light,  remembering  our  relations  to 
God,  our  ruler  and  governor,  does  not  shudder  at  the  exceed- 
ing sinfulness  of  sin. 

There  is  a  modification  of  this  idea,  still  stronger  and  more 
impressive.  If  the  man  who  lives  under  a  law,  yet  pursues  a 
course  whose  constant  tendency  is  to  destroy  it,  is  execrable ; 
much  more  so  is  he  who  openly  opposes  the  administration  of 
law,  who  "  despises  government,  and  is  not  afraid  to  speak 
CYil  of  dignities."  The  language  of  all  such  is,  Let  us  break 
their  bands  asunder,  and  cast  away  their  cords  from  us  ;"  and 
again,  -"What  is  the  Almighty  that  we  should  serve  him,  and 
what  profit  shcuid  we  have  if  w^e  pray  unto  him?"  What  is 
this  but  treason — high,  reckless,  daring  treason  ?  Human 
governments  hasten  the  death  of  men  thus  affected  toward 
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them  ;  and  shall  not  God  vindicate  the  inviolable  majesty  of 
his  throne  ?  He  is  "  a  jealous  God — who  will  in  no  wise  ac- 
quit the  guilty."  The  dignity  of  his  law  must  be  maintained ; 
and  for  the  punishment  of  so  impious  an  offence  no  retribution 
is  adequate,  less  than  banishment  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord  and  from  the  glory  of  his  power." 

Again,  look  at  the  contrast — God,  the  fountain  of  all  excel- 
lence, the  source  of  every  valuable  enjoyment,  possessing  the* 
glorious  attributes  of  justice,  power,  benevolence,  knowledge, 
wisdom,  holiness,  majesty,  might  and  dominion,  all  more  in- 
tensely perfect  than  our  highest  thoughts  can  conceive  ;  and 
man,  frail,  mortal,  wea,k,  ignorant,  blind,  sinful,  polluted, 
slavish  in  sensuality,  wholly  dependent  for  life  itself,  much 
more  for  its  comforts :  for  sach  a  C7'eature  and  subject  to  rebel 
against  the  authority  and  refuse  the  control  of  such  a  Creator 
and  Rider ^  is  presumption,  impiety,  outrage,  insult,  and  eve- 
ry other  fionJish  trait  that  could  be  mentioned.  A  won  p.  u\ 
earth,  a  creature  of  a  moment,  lifts  himself  up  to  contend  :  - 
gainst  the  eternal  God  !  The  idea  is  revolting  to  any  miu  ' 
but  a  demon's — the  foll}^  of  tlie  deed  is  too  dispicable  for  con- 
tempt. And  how  does  ho,  ''who  cannot  look  upon  sin,  nor  be- 
hold iniquity,"  "  wdio  ch:  rgeth  his  angels  with  folly,  and  the 
heavens  are  not  clean  in  his  sight,"  regard  such  a  traitorous 
wretch!  0  Lord  God,"  holy  and  true,"  "King  of  Kings  and 
Lord  of  Lords,"  how  wonderful  thy  goodness,  how  amazing  thy 
forbearance  !  Were  it  not  for  his  mercy,  perpetuated  through 
the  mediation  of  Christ,  the  sinner  could  not  have  one  mo- 
ment's space.  God,  out  of  Christ  a  consuming  fire,  would 
send  forth  the  messengers  of  his  vengeance,  to  "  reward  plen- 
tifully the  evil  doer." 

111.  Now  consider  the  two  definitions  of  sin  previously  giv- 
<3n,  as  combined,  understanding  the  term  in  its  common  accep- 
tation, including  all  the  motives  and  actions  of  every  sinner. 
The  proposition  which  1  have  been  arguing  will  then  appear 
with  manifest  force  and  irresistible  power.  Sin^  viewed  as  a 
principle  in  the  heart  and  a  practice  in  the  life,  is  exceeding 
ssinfuL    The  whole  economy  of  providence  and  grace  manifests 
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tLis  truth  to  every  eye  that  will  look  and  see ;  and  the  words 
of  Scripture  are  so  decisive  that  no  man  can  set  aside  their 
meaning  or  escape  their  import. 

Take  a  glance  at  some  of  the  leading  incidents  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  this  world's  afifairs.  When  the  first  man  sin- 
ned, the  wliole  face  of  creation  was  changed.  The  earth  was 
vursed  with  barrenness,  the  beast  of  the  field  degenerated,  and 
man  was  driven  out  of  paradise.  He  took  with  him  his  insepa- 
rable doom,  to  "  eat  bread  by  the  sweat  of  his  face,"  till  he 
should  finish  his  days  of  toil  and  die. 

In  the  course  of  a  fev;  ages  so  great  was  the  wickedness  of 
man  that  "  God  repented  that  he  had  made  him  to  dwell  upon 
the  earth/'  So  universal  was  sin,  and  so  crying  the  wicked- 
ness of  the  people,  that  the  Lord  sent  his  flood  of  waters,  and, 
saving  Noah  and  his  family — the  only  exceptions  to  the  gene- 
ral depravity  of  morals — swept  every  vestige  of  the  race  from 
the  earth. 

The  curse  of  Sodom,  the  doom  of  the  other  cities  of  the  plain, 
the  overthrow  of  Nineveh  and  Babylon,  the  blighting  and 
desolation  of  Jerusalem  and  Judea,  the  monumental  preserva- 
tion of  the  hated  Jew  in  every  nation  under  heaven  ;  the  scourg- 
es of  war,  famine,  pestilence  and  plague,  that  have  frequently 
in  modern  times  deluged  all  nations  with  blood  and  tears— all 
these  speak,  from  age  to  age,  one  and  the  same  language,  that 
sin  is  exceeding  sinful,  and  that  God  will  punish  it  even  on  earth. 

The  terms  of  Scripture  are  explicit :  "  He  hateth  all  the 
workers  of  iniquity."  "  The  ungodly  shall  not  stand  in  the 
judgment,  nor  sinners  in  the  congregation  of  the  righteous." 
''The  wicked  is  driven  away  in  his  wickedness."  "Ye  ser- 
pents, ye  generation  of  vipers,  how  can  ye  escape  the  damna- 
tion of  hell  ?"  The  Lord  Jesus  shall  be  revealed  from  hea- 
ven in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them  that  know  not 
God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gospel  of  his  Son."  These  pas- 
sages, quoted  at  random  from  various  portions  of  the  Bible,  are 
all  harmonious  and  collateral,  expressing  more  forcibly  than 
our  minds  can  possibly  comprehend,  how  intensely  displeasing 
sin  is  to  God. 
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The  retribution  proposed  by  the  Almighty,  and  which  he  i8 
pledged  to  mete  out  to  the  wicked,  is  an  awful  declaration  of 
the  demerit  fxnd  sinfulness  of  sin.  The  wicked  shall  be 
turned  into  hell,  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God."  "  These 
shall  go  away  into  everlasting  punishment."  "  The  smoke  of 
their  torment  asccndeth  up  forever  and  ever."  "  Their  worm 
dieth  not,  and  the  fire  is  not  quenched."  "  They  were  cast 
into  the  lake  of  ^'.re."  "  In  hell  he  lifted  up  his  eyes,  being 
in  torment  .  .  .  and  said,  I  am  tormented  in  this  flame." 
Surely  but  one  reason  can  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the  necessi- 
ty of  this  dreadiV:  punishment.  That  cannot  be  God's  vin- 
dictiveness,  his  pleasure  in  the  sulferings  of  his  creatures,  for 

he  walleth  not  the  death  of  any;"  it  must  be  that  nothing 
less  ^Yould  he  iijzcsi  reward,  ih.G  due  poi-tion  of  the  wicked. 
What,  then,  must  be  the  demerit  of  sin,  if  all  these  ineffable 
and  eternal  horrors  arc  no  more  than  what  it  positively  de- 
mands ! 

The  provision  made  to  redeem  the  sinner,  to  atone  for  sin, 
is  eloquent  in  its  teachings  on  this  subject.  Why  did  the  Son 
of  God  lay  aside  his  glory,  assume  our  nature,  and  suffer  and 
die  ?  W  by  did  he  take  our  frailties,  feel  our  sorrows,  endure 
reproach,  poverty,  shame,  and  finally  submit  to  the  tortures  of 
the  cross  ?  It  was  because  of  our  sins,  "  The  Lord  laid  upon 
him  the  iniquities  of  us  all."  "He  suffered  the  just  for  the 
unjust."  He  endured  all  the  bitterness  of  God's  wrath,  that 
he  might  "  take  away  the  sin  of  the  world."  And  was  all  that 
suffering  needed  ?  Let  the  Bible  answer  :  "  Thus  it  behooved 
Christ  to  suffer."  No  less  would  have  sufficed.  He  stooped 
none  too  low,  endured  not  a  pang  too  much,  tasted  not  a  drop 
of  gall  too  bitter,  died  none  too  violently — all  this  w^as  neces- 
sary to  redeem  sinners.  Behold,  ye  despisers,  ye  fools  who 
make  a  mock  at  sin ;  gaze  upon  this  tragedy  without  a  paral- 
lel, this  scene  without  even  a  contrast, — look  at  the  agonizing, 
the  djnng  Jesus — and  tell  me  honestly  what  you  now  think  of 
the  moral  character  of  your  crimes.  Your  sins  are  swift  wit- 
nesses against  you.  They  will  close  the  doors  of  Heaven  a- 
gainst  you.    There  is  only  one  refuge — one  remedy.  Jesus 
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iffers  grace  and  pardon  even  to  the  vilest.      Repent,  there- 


fore, and  believe  the  gospel." 
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Lord,  we  are  vile,  conceived  in  sin. 
And  born  unholy  and  unclean ; 
Sprung  from  the  man  's^'hose  guilty  fall 
Corrupts  his  race  and  taints  U3  all. 

Soon  as  we  dra^Y  our  infant  breath, 
The  seeds  of  sin  grow  up  for  death  : 
Thy  law  demands  a  perfect  heart, 
But  we're  defiled  in  ever}^  part. 

Great  God,  create  my  heart  anew. 
And  form  my  spirit  pure  and  true  ; 
0  make  me  wise  betimes  to  see 
My  danger  and  my  remedy  ! 

Behold,  I  fall  before  thy  face  ; 
My  only  refuge  is  thy  grace  : 
No  outward  forms  can  make  me  clean  ; 
The  leprosy  lies  deep  within. 

No  bleeding  bird,  nor  bleeding  beast, 
Nor  hyssop  branch,  nor  sprinkling  prie.^^t, 
Nor  running  brook,  nor  flood,  nor  sea. 
Can  wash  the  dismal  stain  away. 

Jesus,  my  God,  thy  blood  alone, 
Hath  power  sufficient  to  atone  : 
Thy  blood  can  make  me  white  as  snow  : 
No  Jewish  types  could  cleanse  me  so. 

While  guilt  disturbs  and  breaks  my  pe:i<ic\ 
Nor  flesh  nor  soul  hath  rest  or  ease  ; 
Lord,  let  me  hear  thy  pard'ning  voice. 
And  make  mv  broken  heart  rejoice. 
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OUR  LOCAL  PREACHERS. 

Can  our  journal  be  strictly  called  tlie  Southern  Methodist 
Pulpit  with  no  contributions  from  the  large  class  of  ministers 
in  our  Church  called  Local  Preachers  ?  W@  think  not.  They 
are  preachers  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus.  There  is  a  large  amount 
of  learning,  zeal,  and  industry  in  this  class.  They  do  much 
of  the  preaching  to  -which  our  people  listen.  Their  influence 
for  good  or  evil  is  prodigious.  Some  of  them  are  highly  hon- 
ored in  the  sections  of  the  country  where  they  have  their  re- 
sidence, and  some  are  called  by  their  business  or  led  by  their 
desire  to  be  useful,  over  large  portions  of  the  land.  Many  of 
them  pursue  their  studies  with  as  much  system  and  as  mucli 
success  as  itinerant  ministers,  and  wield  practised  and  power- 
ful pens. 

We  propose  to  throw  open  to  these  brethren  the  field  of  use- 
fulness presented  in  the  pages  of  the  Southern  Methodist  Pul- 
pit. We  hope  to  be  able  to  commence  giving  sermons  from  the 
Local  Preachers  in  the  next  January  number  of  the  Pulpit. 
We  shall  begin  to  make  our  arrangements  at  once,  and  our 
purpose  is  to  carry  the  series  through  the  whole  round  of  Con- 
ferences. If  we  can  secure  the  prompt  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion of  our  local  brethren,  we  shall  be  able  to  give  two  sermons 
in  each  number,  one  by  an  itinerant,  and  one  hy  a  local 
preacher. 

We  give  notice  thus  early  that  our  brethren  of  the  press 
may  make  this  matter  known.  We  shall  desire  to  ascertain 
before  Christmas  how  many  of  the  next  volume  to  print,  as  we 
are  determined  not  to  have  a  large  number  over  and  above  thy 
actual  size  of  our  subscription  list.    Every  loc^l  preaciicr  im 
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our  Church  ought  to  send  us  his  name  early  in  December  at 
the  latest.  The  next  vohime  Yy  IU  he  sent  free  to  every  preach- 
er, of  our  own  or  of  any  other  denomination,  who  will  send  us 
four  subscribers  and  the  cash  for  their  subscription  in  advance. 
This  is  a  slight  reduction  in  our  terms  ;  but  we  are  willing  to 
make  it  in  order  to  promote  the  circulation  of  our  work,  which, 
we  are  sure,  will  be  rendered  more  interesting  and  more  pro- 
fitable by  the  contributions  which  we  expect  to  have  from  our 
local  brethren.  Our  edition  of  the  current  volume  is  not  yet 
exhausted.  We  should  be  pleased  to  have  fresh  orders  from 
our  brethren  for  tlds  volume.  Their  names  would  then  be  up- 
on our  m.ail-books  and  the  next  volume  would  be  sent  to  them 
unless  ordered  to  be  stopped. 

We  shall  be  greatly  obliged  to  our  "  exchanges  "  if  they  will 
copy  this  article  and  call  the  attention  of  our  Local  Preachers 
to  our  plans.  It  may  be  well  enough  to  remind  them  that  the 
oihce  of  publication  now  is  Grc(inshcro\  N.  (7,  and  that  the 
terms  are  $1.50  unless  paid  in  advance,  and  then  $1  will  be 
received. 


Postage  Stamps.  The  existing  rrrangemcnt  in  regard  to 
postage  stamps  can  afford  a  great  relief  to  those  who  have  small 
sums  which  they  desire  to  remit  to  publishers.  It  will  also  be 
a  great  saving  in  the  particular  of  discount.  We  take  a  Ken- 
tucky or  Tennessee  dollar  at  our  office  w  ithout  complaint,  being 
glad  to  receive  anything  ;  but  we  can  make  no  use  of  that 
money  until  we  find  some  friend  going  north,  to  whom,  we  can 
confide  the  whole  amount  to  be  sold  at  a  discount.  We  lose 
by  this  operation  manifestly.  All  this  can  in  future  be  avoid- 
ed, if  our  subscribers  will  sivnply  enclose  us  34  stamps,  which 
will  always  put  §1  to  their  credit.  It  is  true  that  S4  stamps 
are  worth  one  dollar  and  two  cents,  but  we  will  suppose  that 
our  subscribers  would  rather  pay  us  the  surplus  for  what  trouble 
we  might  have  in  disposing  of  the  stamps,  rather  than  make 
us  lose  one  cent  or  every  dollor.  Let  it  therefore  be  remem- 
bered that  the  price  of  the  Pulpit  is  tMrty-four  font  stamps  if 
paid  in  advance,  or  fifti/  stamps  if  not  in  advcrnce^ 
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A  Sermon  from  the  Rev.  Charles  Taylor.  We  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  a  manuscript  Sermon  from  the  Celestial 
Empire,  written  by  our  missionary,  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor.  We 
shall  probably  reserve  that  discourse  for  our  next  volume,  as 
we  have  a  supply  for  this.  The  delay  will  enable  us  perhaps 
to  secure  the  engraving  of  the  Portrait  of  Dr.  Taylor,  which, 
we  are  sure,  will  be  very  agreeable  to  all  our  readers.  We 
intend  to  make  the  next  volume  attractive.  We  calculate  up- 
on a  series  of  very  interesting  discourses,  and  we  are  determin- 
ed, if  possible,  to  have  the  portraits  of  all  our  Bishops  hand- 
somely engraved  as  our  ornament  to  the  work.  Will  our  breth- 
ren help  us  in  these  efforts  ?  If  so,  let  each  subscriber  secure 
a  new  subscriber  before  Christmas,  and  let  each  pay  up.  If 
we  could  lay  our  hands  on  the  large  amount  due  us,  we  should 
feel  more  comfortable  while  devising  liberal  things. 


Our  Clerical  Subscribers.  To  our  brethren  in  the  minis- 
try we  have  a  few  things  to  say.  And  first  of  all  we  thank 
them  for  their  subscription,  for  the  circulation  which  they  have 
secured  to  the  Pulpit,  and  for  their  contributions  of  Sermons. 
We  must  also  express  the  regret  that  we  are  not  able  to  send 
the  Pulpit  free  to  every  minister  who  desires  it.  This  would 
give  us  sincere  pleasure.  But  every  brother  must  see  at  once 
that  with  a  private  enterprise  having  as  small  a  circulation  as 
ours  this  is  impracticable.  The  official  papers  can  do  this,  be- 
cause they  are  fully  established  and  are  sustained  by  the  church, 
so  that  it  is  no  personal  loss  to  the  Editor  if  the  subscriptions 
paid  do  not  equal  the  expenditures.  V/ith  us  it  is  different. 
Every  mistake  draws  u.pon  our  pocket.  Every  subscriber  who 
takes  the  Pulpit  half  a  year  and  then  discondues  or  moves  off 
without  paying  draws  upon  the  income  of  the  office,  and  this  is 
a  personal  damage  to  us.  It  will  appear  at  once  that  it  re- 
quires a  much  larger  list  than  one  v/hich  would  seem  to  meet 
all  the  calcula,' ed  expenses  of  the  year,  in  order  to  keep  the 
affair  from  sinking. 

The  ministers  of  our  Church  have  taken -an  interest  in  the 
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publication.  It  has  undoubtedly  done  much  for  Southern 
Methodism.  But  ^vhat  labor  it  has  cost  its  Editor  amid  other 
cares  and  duties  !  Now,  he  is  willing  to  expend  toil  and  time 
upon  it,  but  he  cannot  see  that,  in  his  circumstances,  he  is 
bound  to  keep  it  up  after  it  ceases  to  pay  its  real  expenses. 
The  present  list  would  sustain  the  work,  if  all  the  subscribers 
paid  promptly.  But  how  discouraging  it  is  to  find  very 
much  due  and  have  hardly  the  hope  of  collecting  more  than 
half! 

Much  as  our  dear  brethren  in  the  ministry  have  done  for  us^ 
we  are  obliged  to  confess  that  a  large  part  of  our  losses  come 
from  ministerial  subscribers.  A  brother  subscribes,  has  his 
appointment  changed,  does  not  notify  the  offi'ce,  two  volumes- 
go  to  him,  or  perhaps  one  volume  and  part  of  another,  and  we 
receive  tardy  notice  from  the  post-master  that  he  has  left  that 
part  of  the  country.  If  we  succeed  in  finding  his  post-office,  he- 
has  lost  several  numbers  and  is  not  willing  to  pay  unless  we- 
supply  hini,  and  thus  wg  lose  two  volumes.  In  view  of  this  and 
of  the  fact  that  this  is  the  season  of  Conferences,  we  respect- 
fully 'request  our  brethren  in  the  ministry^  imm  ediately  upon 
ascertaining  their  new  address,  to  notify  %is  from  what  post- 
office  to  ivhat  post-office  the  Pulpit  is  to  he  changed..  This 
will  greatly  oblige  us. 

Aerearages.  Sometime  ago  an  examination  of  our  mail- 
book  showed  upwards  of  §2000  due  us  for  the  Pulpit,  accumu- 
lated during  the  last  two  years,  in  sums  not  exceeding  §3. 
Dear  brethren,  how  are  we  to  sustain  this  enterprise  without 
more  promptnsss  on  the  part  of  our  subscribers  ?  We  cannot 
afford  to  lose  that  amount.  We  shall  commence  in  a  short 
time  to  send  bills  to  our  subscribers,  as  they  must  certainly 
have  forgotten  their  indebtedness.  But  before  that  time  let 
every  person  who  takes  thelPulpifand  is  not  absolutely  sure  that 
he  has  paid  for  the  third  and  the  current  volume,  remit  at  least 
§1.  It  will  be  placed  to  his  credit,  and  if  he  should  have  paid 
for  the  past,  it  will  be  paying  for  the  next  volume  and  be  a 
great  assistance  to  tHe  Editor  in  carrying  out  his  plans. 
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Bound  Volumes.  As  we  had  a  number  of  copies  of  the 
sfcond  volu:Tie  remaining  after  our  subscribers  were  supplied, 
we  have  had  them  bound  and  they  are  now  ready  for  sale. 
They  are  neatly  bound  in  muslin  and  lettered.  The  retail 
price  is  $1.25.  They  may  be  ordered  from  Dr.  Early,  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  Dr.  Stevenson,  Louisville,  Ky.,  John  Bal],  New 
Orleans,  or  M.  ^\.  Dodd,  Brick  Church  Chapel,  New  York,  as 
may  best  suit  the  convenience  of  purchasers.  As  the  number 
is  limited,  those  who  v/ish  to  have  copies  for  their  libraries, 
should  send  in  their  orders  early. 

This  volume  contains  sermons  from  the  pens  of  the  follow- 
ing distinguished  ministers  ; — Bishop  Soule,  on  Infant  Bapt- 
i^m, — Dr.  Lee,  on  God's  Care  for  Orphans, — Rev.  Peter  Doub, 
on  The  Unity  of  the  Churchy — Dr.  Yf'adsworth,  on  A  3fessage 
from  Grod, — Rev.  C.  Richardson,  on  An  Ajjostolic  31inistry, 
— Rev.  J.  A.  Clement,  on  ReiJentance, — Rev.  W.  W.  Redman, 
on  Ministerial  Support, — Rev.  Dr.  Winans,  on  The  Right  and 
Wrong  Use  of  Riches, — Dr.  Summers,  on  Retribution  for  the 
Sins  of  Youth, — Rev.  C.  D.  Smith,  on  The  Believer  s  En- 
couragement,— and  the  Rev.  Hartwell  J.  Perry,  on  the  Plen- 
ary Inspiration  of  the  Christian  Scriptures.  It  wdll  be  per- 
ceived at  once  that  this  is  a  very  valuable  volume.  The  Edi- 
tor has  been  applied  to  so  frequently  to  have  the  Pulpit  bound 
that  he  expects  the  few  hundred  on  hand  wdll  be  taken  imme- 
diately. As  orders  wdll  have  precedence  according  to  their 
date,  let  those  who  do  not  wish  to  be  disappointed,  write 
promptly  to  the  several  depositories. 


That  none  of  our  surscribers  be  taken  by  surprise, 
we  desire  to  announce  thus  early  that  all  who  are  in  arrears 
for  tw^o  years'  subscription  will  be  citt  off  from  our  list  at  the 
close  of  this  year,  and  as  mfey  to  wdiom  we  send  bills  may 
have  removed  to  other  places,  we  may,  perhaps,  publish  a  list 
of  the  postoffices  and  subscribers  who  are  in  arrears,  so  that 
each  may  ascertain  for  himself  how  his  account  stands.  How 
mach  better  to  pay  in  advance !    We  cannot  mantain  the  cash 
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system  as  our  friends  who  desire  to  continue  their  subscriptions 
are  thus  lost  to  us, — and  this  credit  system  is  most  annoying. 
How  true  is  it,  as  a  brother  from  the  West  writes,  when  giving 
the  statement  of  an  official  in  Christ's  Church  declining  to  take 
his  paper  from  the  office  and  neglecting  to  give  information 
until  the  paper  was  sold  for  the  postage  by  an  equally  negli- 
gent Postmaster,  ''Many  men  who  are  honest  in  the  payment 
of  all  other  debts  have  no  honesty  toward  publishers  of  news- 
papers." 


The  St.  Louis  Conference  lately  held  a  protracted  session 
of  more  than  two  weel^s.  Bishop  Soule  presided  through  the 
whole  session,  notwithstanding  the  hot  weather  and  the  fact 
that  two  sessions  a  day  v/ere  held  part  of  the  time.  It  will  be 
gratifying  to  the  whole  church  to  know  that  his  health  had 
improved  when  he  reached  home.  The  statistics  of  the  Con- 
ference show  11,866  whites,  1075  colored,  237  Indians,  124 
Local  Preachers,  showing  an  increase  of  200  whites,  97  color- 
ed, 13  Indians,  33  Local  Preachers,  whole  increase  348.  The 
•ession  was  held  at  Boonville.  The  missionary  collection  at 
the  Anniversary  amounted  to  $500.  We  have  not  learned 
ivhere  the  next  session  is  to  be  held. 


WoFFOKD  College. — We  transfer  to  our  pages  from  the 
outhern  Christian  Advocate  the  following  account  of  the  lay- 
.g  of  the  Corner  Stone  of  Ibis  important  Institution. 

On  the  fourth  of  July,  the  largest  collection  of  persons  ever 
•  atheredat  Spartanburg,  S.  C,  were  in  attendance  to  witness 
le  imposing  ceremonies  connected  with  the  laying  of  the  cor- 
er  stone  of  Yrofford  College.    The  day  was  fine,  the  arrange- 
lents  judicious,  order  good,  and^very  thing  went  oif  admira-- 
ly.    The  3.Iasonic  fraternity,  who  had  been  requested  to  offi- 
iate  on  the  occasion,  turned  out  in  force,  and  were  well  sus- 
tained by  a  large  gathering  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance,  and 
Odd  Fellows,  not  omitting  to  mention  a  cou  jle  of  bands  of 
-nusic.    Representatives  from  nearly  all  ihc  upper  Districts 
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of  the  State  were  present,  and  clergymen  of  several  denomina- 
tions honoured  the  occasion  with  their  presence.  A  proces- 
fiion  was  formed  at  the  Court  House,  and  extended  nearly  a 
mile  in  length.  Proceeding  up  Church  street  it  turned  to  the 
right,  crossing  the  head  of  a  ravine,  and  entered  upon  the 
College  campus.  On  a  beautiful  elevation  overlooking  the 
whole  town,  and  at  the  immediate  site  of  the  College  building, 
a  large  platform  was  erected,  which  was  occupied  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees,  officers  of  the  Masonic  body,  ministers, 
chaplain,  and  orator :  a  hollow  square  was  left  around  the 
North-east  corner  of  the  foundation  ;  on  the  left  and  in  the 
rear  were  the  ladies. 

The  ceremonies  were  begun  with  singing  an  appropriate 
t)de,  and  prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Puckett.  Tho 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  then  delivered  an  Addresf 
of  fifty  minutes  in  length ;  after  which,  Col.  Thompson, 
Chairman  of  the  Building  Committee  deposited  in  the  corner 
stone — a  fine  block  of  granite  presented  by  Major  Dean- — 
a  leaden  box  containing  a  copy  of  the  Bible,  silver  medals 
with  suitable  inscriptions,  a  copy  of  the  will  of  the  late  Rev. 
Benjamin  WoiTord,  the  founder  of  the  Institution,  the  latest 
issues  of  the  Southern  Christinn  Advocate  and  Spartan,  a  Po- 
lice Report  of  the  statistics  of  the  town  of  Spartanburg,  coins, 
etc.,  etc.  The  cap-stone  was  lowered  ;  the  corn,  wine,  and 
oil  was  duly  presented  and  poured  on  the  stone  by  the  Grand 
Master,  who,  after  striking  the  stone  three  times  delvered  up 
the  tools  to  the  architect.  The  usual  public  grand  honors 
were  then  given,  a  Masonic  collccJion  Vt'as  taken  up,  another 
ode  sung,  and  the  apostolic  benediction  delivered  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Curtis  of  Limestone  Springs. 

From  the  "Spartan  "  of  the  10th  Jsly,  we  copy  tho  follow- 
ing description  of  the  College  edifice  : 

A  beautiful  drawino;  of  this  magnificient  structure,  executed 
by  Edward  C.  Jones,  Esq.,  of  Charleston,  is  now  before  us. 
We  will  not  attempt  a  description:  but,  it  will  be  proper  to 
say,  that  the  whoh  management  and  design,  thus  far,  does 
honor  to  the  gentlemen  to  Avhom  have  been  committed  the  im- 
portant and  laborious  trust,  of  carrying  out  the  noble  purpose 
of  its  generous  founder.  The  College  edifice  will  be  226  feet 
in  length,  and  tvvo  full  stories  on  a  high  basement.  In  the 
centre  of  the  building  is  the  Chapel,  48  by  80  :  the  Museam, 
80  by  37;  the  Library  30  by  37;  two  Society  rooms  30  by  37: 
eleven  Recitation  rooms,  22  by  24  twelve  Professor's  rooms. 
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12  by  22.  Chemical  lecture  room,  SO  by  37 ;  two  study 
rooms  20  by  60 ;  &c.  From  each  wing  of  the  chapel, 
will  ascend  two  handsome  towers,  one  hundred  feet  in  height, 
from  the  summits  of  which,  the  observer  will  have  a  good  pan- 
oramic view  of  the  whole  range  of  mountains  dividing  North 
and  South  Carolina.  The  College  will  be  llankcd  at  short 
distances,  by  five  handsome  houses  for  Professors,  forming 
V.  ith  the  main  building,  nearly  a  half  circle  or  crescnt.  The 
grounds  contain  forty  acres,  sloping  gently  in  the  direction  of 
the  villao;e — thus  throwing  the  whole  site  in  full  view.  A  bold 
and  delicious  spring  bubbles  up  in  the  midst  of  a  clump  of  large 
forest  trees  near  by,  casting  a  dense  and  cooling  shade  around 
this  delightful  spot.  The  ground  is  now  broken — -the  first 
stone  is  laid  for  Wofford  College  with  Masonic  honor — prayers 
and  music  accompanied  it  to  its  everlasting  bed.  May  the 
superstructure  stand  in  all  times  to  come  as  a  memorial  of  tke 
beneficence  and  love  of  its  venerable  Founder  I 


'^BiBLE  ExPOSiTOK."  The  following  article,  from  the  /Sun- 
day  School  Visitor^  alludes  to  an  offer  which  we  made  some 
time  ago,  to  send  the  Bible  Expositor  by  mail  to  any  Sunday 
School  teacher  or  scholar  w^ho  v,  ould  secure  us  two  subscribers 
to  the  Pulpit  and  forward  the  money.  The  offei-  is  still  open. 
Let  parents  incite  their  children  to  good  works.  It  will  have 
a  beneficial  influence  upon  the  character  of  th^  child  to  let  him 
feel  that  he  has  done  something,  and  that  that  something  is 
good.  The  book,  too,  will  be  a  perpetual  reniembi-ancer,  in- 
citing him  to  do  still  more.  The  Expositor  can  be  sent  by 
mail.  It  is  "  full  of  pictures"  and  full  of  learning  simplified. 
Will  not  each  of  our  subcribers  who  has  a  child  old  enough 
to  understand  this  matter  explain  it  to  liim^  and  give  us  the 
pleasure  of  forwarding  him  a  copy  of  the  book  ?  We  desire 
to  have  children  interested  in  our  periodicaL  I)r.  Summers 
says  : 

"A  correspondent,  signing  himself  Juvenis,  sends  us  the 
following  fact :  I  know  a  little  boy  about  12  or  13  years  old„ 
the  son  of  an  itinerant  minister,  who,  as  soon  as  he  saw  the 
proposition  in  the  12th  nmuber  of  the  Visitor,  applied  to  his 
father  to  become  a  subscriber  to  The  Pulpit.    His  father  un- 
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hesitatingly  did  so ;  lie  then  applied  to  his  pastor,  who  became 
a  subscriber  also ;  and  he  then  sent  on  his  tivo  subscribers  to 
the  Editor,  and  claimed  the  premium.  He  has  thus  secured 
for  himself  a  book  that  will,  no  doobt,  be  of  much  advantage 
to  him  in  studying  his  Sabbath  School  lessons,  and  has  been 
the  means  of  placing  The  Pulpit  in  the  hands  of  two  minis- 
ters." Just  see  what  children  can  do  when  they  make  an 
effort. 


ITEMS  OF  SOUTHERN  INTELLIGENCE. 


The  Holston  Christian  Advocate  favors  a  called  General 
Conference.  The  Rev.  B.  T.  Crouch  argues  very  forcibly  a- 
gainst  it  in  the  Nashville  Advocate.  The  Editor  of  the  latter 
paper  thinks  that  if  a  session  were  called  the  members  of  the 
last  General  Conference,  would  be  members  of  the  called  Con- 
ference and  is  supported,  he  says,  by  the  highest  authority  in 
the  church.  The  Editor  of  the  Holston  Christian  Advocate 
dissents  from  this  view. 

A  great  revival  of  religion  has  lately  occurred  in  tlie  Meth- 
odist Church  at  Columbus,  Ga.  Two  hundred  and  fifty -eight 
had  made  a  profession  of  religion  at  the  latest  accounts  and 
the  work  was  progressing. 

At  the  late  commencement  of  Dickinson  College  the  Hon- 
orary Degree  of  D.D.  was  conferred  upon  the  Rev.  Prest.  Col- 
lins, of  Emory  and  Henry.  Emory  and  Henry  conferred  the 
same  degree  upon  the  Rev.  S.  Patton,  Editor  of  the  E[olston 
Christian  Advocate,  La  Grange  College  upon  the  Rev.  J.  E. 
McFerrin,  of  the  Nashville  and  Louisville  Advocate,  and  upon 
Prest.  Rivers,  of  Centenary  College,  the  Masonic  College  of 
Ky.  upon  the  Rev.  John  H.  Linn,  of  Louisville. 

Our  very  estimable  Missionary  Secretary,  Dr.  Sehon,  has 
been  sick,  but  was  much  better  at  the  latest  advices.  The 
Missionary  Report  for  the  year  exhibits,  we  understand,  col- 
lections amounting  to  .    We  have  not  yet  seen  the 

report,  but  an  "  exchange  "  gives  us  the  following  statistics  of 
our  Missionary  work  : — Missions,  271  ;  Missionai  ics.  244  ; 
churches,  206  ;  church  members,  56,110  ;  Sabbath  schools, 
111;  children  under  religious  instruction,  18,081;  with  8 
manual  labor  schools,  and  31)5  pupils. 
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Dr.  Hughes,  of  Louisville,  has  contributed  to  the  Nashville 
Advocate  a  very  christian  letter  on  the  subject  of  the  Re-Un- 
ion of  the  two  branches  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
this  country.  He  suggests  the  plan  of  a  Convention  com- 
posed of  one  minister  and  one  layman  from  every  Annual  Con- 
ference, to  adopt  a  platform  conservative  of  the  principles  of 
Methodism  and  agreeable  to  both  parties. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Pierce  has  resigned  the  Presidency  of  Emory 
College,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Means,  now  in  Europe,  has  been 
selected  as  his  successor. 

The  replies  of  Rev.  Dr.  Lovick  Pierce  to  Mr.  Shcnane,  on 
the  subject  of  Universalism,  have  been  published  in  Savannah 
in  book  form.    We  have  not  yet  seen  it. 

The  Rev.  Wm.  R.  Gober,  Presiding  Elder  of  Vidalia  Dis- 
trict, La.  Conference,  Eev.  Joseph  S.  Malone  of  the  St.  Louis 
Conference,  and  the  Rev.  John  F,  Blythe,  have  been  designa- 
ted as  Missionaries  to  California.  They  were  expected  to  leave 
New  Orleans  on  the  28th  of  July,  and  some  hopes  were  en- 
tertain 3d  that  the  Rev.  B.  T.  Crouch,  jr.,  of  Ky.,  would  be 
added  to  the  number. 

The  Rev.  Albert  G.  Kelly,  the  stationed  preacher  at  Athens, 
Ala.,  departed  this  life  in  holy  triumph  on  the  6th  of  June. 

W-ilKa^m  C.  Doub,  Esq.,  has  been  elected  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics in  Greensboro'  Female  College. 

The  Rev.  Wesley  Smith,  of  Miss.,  is  preparing  a  tune  book 
vvhich  is  to  be  adapted  to  the  Hymn  book  of  the  Southern 
Church  and  also  to  the  new  Spiritual  Song  Book  recently  pub- 
lished by  our  Agent.  It  is  much  needed  and  we  hope  will 
soon  be  furnished  to  the  church. 

Bishop  Capers  has  published  in  the  Richm.ond  Christian  Ad- 
vocate a  copy  of  the  letter  addressed  to  him  by  Hon.  J.  C. 
Calhoun,  during  the  session  of  the  General  Conference  in  1844, 
simply  inviting  him  to  call  upon  him  on  his  return  home.  This 
letter  having  been  made  the  foundation  of  a  report  that  Mr. 
Calhoun  was  in  correspondence  v/iththe  leaders  of  the  South- 
ern Methodist  Church,  during  the  session  of  the  General  Con- 
ference alluded  to.  Bp.  Capers  has  judiciously  published  it. 
It  eu'.  2tuaiiy  refutes  the  calumniating  intimation  against  the 
Southern  Methodist  Church  that  her  existence  is  in  any  degree 
duo  to  the  agency  of  a  politician 
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The  Rev.  Dr.  Early,  our  Southern  Book  Agent,  announces 
that  he  will  soon  be  ready  to  fill  orders  for  the  Report  of  the 
trial  of  the  case  between  the  Methodist  Church,  South,  and  the 
'Methodist  Church,  North.  It  is  to  contain  all  the  pleadings 
and  will  be  a  medium  octavo  of  400  pages. 

A  correspondent  in  the  Nashville  Advocate  says  that  they 
have  had  no  Bishop  at  the  Arkansas  Conference  for  three 
years ! 

Greensboro*  Female  College  commenced  a  new  scholastic 
year  on  the  last  Thursday  in  July,  with  more  students  in  at- 
tendance than  at  any  previous  Fall  session. 

The  Texas  Wesleyan  Banner  has  appeared  in  a  new  and 
improved  dress  and  it^  excellent  and  able  editor  still  continues 
to  conduct  it  with  ability.    It  is  a  credit  to  our  general  church. 


LITERARY  NOTICES, 


Books  to  be  reviewed  may  be  left  with  C.  H.  Pierce,  5  Cornhiil, 
Boston  ;  M.  W.  Dndd,  Brick  Church  Chapel,  New  Ycrk ;  or,  John  Ball, 
49  N.  Fourth  St.  PhUadelpha.    IV-mphlels  must  come  free  of  postage. 


"  Songs  of  Zion  :  a  Supplement  to  the  Hymn-Book  or 
THE  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  Edited  by 
Tnos,  O.  Summers:  Richmond,  Va.,  published  by  John 
Early."  This  is  a  book  v/hichhas  been  needed  by  our  Church. 
From  the  great  mass  of  spiritual  songs,  many  of  which  are 
disgusting  for  their  want  of  reverence  and  of  ccmmon  sense, 
being  wretched  doggerel  without  rhyme,  reason,  or  grammar. 
Dr.  Summers  has  selected  such  as  may  be  appropriately  used 
in  social  and  at  campmeetings.  For  congregational  use  we 
love  the  high  and  solemn  hymns  suited  to  organ-music,  but 
many  of  these  chorus  hymns  are  very  thrilling,  and  some  in 
which  the  sentiment  is  rather  tame  and  the  expression  unpoet- 
ical  is  redeemed  by  the  stirring  tunes  which  accompany  them. 
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The  most  exciting  music  to  which  we  have  ever  listened,  witb 
a  single  exception,  has  been  in  a  congregation  of  colored  peo- 
ple, where  all  united  in  singing  hymns  like  many  of  those  in 
this  collection.  Our  church  is  deficient  in  music.  Two  or 
three  men  and  women  in  a  corner,  or  a  dozen  ill-trained,  screak- 
ing, cracking  voices  in  the  gallery,  do  very  little  to  forward 
divine  worship.  Give  us  the  organ  with  its  sonorous  tones  of 
solemn  sound  and  a  full  and  regularly  trained  choir  where  all 
the  parts  are  admirably  sustained,  or  else  give  us  the  hearty 
burst  of  congregational  song  in  some  of  these  choruses,  ^'rhap- 
sodies," ''shouts,"  whatever  they  maybe  called.  We  simply 
add  that  Dr.  Summers  has  exhibited  much  taste  in  his  selection 
and  we  expect  this  book  to  have  a  wide  circulation. 

"  The  PoPtTRAITURE  AND  pENCILINGS  OF   MrS.   L.   A.  L. 

Cross,"  is  the  title  of  a  well  printed  duodecimo  volume  publish- 
ed by  A.  H.  Ford,  of  Nashville,  Tenn.  It  is  a  graceful, 
delicate,  and  deeply  interesting  monument  erected  to  the 
memory  of  departed  loveliness  and  genius  by  the  skilful  hand 
of  a  devoted  husband.  We  have  rarely  seen  a  w^ork  of  the 
kind  so  properly  executed.  The  sketches,  poems,  and  frag- 
ments of  Mrs.  Cross'  writing  are  filled  with  evidences  of  an  un- 
commonly fine  and  poetic  mind.  We  can  scarcely  imagine  a 
more  appropriate  present  to  a  lady  than  this  beautiful  volume. 
Having  been  read  with  great  interest  in  our  ow^n  family,  our 
copy  has  already  gone  to  give  pleasure  to  our  neighbors. 

Mrs.  Sigourney  will  accept  this  acknowledgment  of  the  copy 
of  her  "  Letters  to  my  Pupils,  with  Narrative  and  Bio- 
graphical Sketches,"  from  the  press  of  the  Carters,  New  York. 
Breathing  the  pure  spirit  which  pervades  all  her  writings,  con- 
taining the  corrected  experiences  of  many  years,  serene  A^ith  a 
mati'on's  dignity  and  warm  with  a  mother's  heart,  it  will  be  a 
treasure  to  her  young  countrywomen  wherever  they  have  the  op- 
portunity of  perusing  it.  Mrs.  Sigourney  has  done  more  good 
in  her  day  than  many  more  ostentatious  philanthropists.  She 
will  allow  us  to  say  that  her  autograph  in   this  prcBeutation 
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«opy  and  tlie  leaf  from  the  vine  wHcli  shaded  the  porch  of  her 
liome  adds  to  the  pleasure  this  volume  imparts  to  our  own. 

Every  intelligent  layman  aR  well  as  minister,  should  have  a 
"oopy  of  the  "  History  of  the  Organization  of  the  Methodist  E- 
piscopal  Church,  South ;  comprehending  all  the  official  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  General  Conference ;  the  Southern  Annual 
Conferences,  and  the  General  Convention ;  with  such  other 
matters  as  are  necessary  to  the  right  understanding  of  the 
-case."  This  work  has  been  from  the  press  five  years,  but  its 
value  is  increased  by  time.  One  of  the  most  important  events 
in  the  history  of  this  country  is  the  disruption  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  and  the  account  of  the  occurrence  will 
be  a  matter  of  interest  for  generations  to  come.  The  work  is 
,^till  for  sale  at  all  our  depositories. 

We  have  also  received  from  our  Book  Agent  a  copy  of  the 
printed  Journals  of  the  two  General  Conferences  of  our 
Church  already  held.  Tlicy  were  prepared  by  the  secretary 
of  the  last  General  Conference,  Dr.  Summers,  and  will  be  ne- 
cessary to  the  library  of  every  one  who  desires  to  have  in  his 
possession  all  the  elements  of  the  history  of  the  Southern  Meth- 
odist Church.  They  may  be  ordered  from  the  depositories  ei- 
i-Jier  separately  or  bound  up  in  a  thin  octavo  volume. 

^' The  printer,  Geo.  C.  Rand,"  will  accept  our  sincere 
thanks  for  the  elegantly  bound  copy  of  Stevens'  Memorials  of 
the  Introduction  of  Methodism  into  the  Eastern  States,  "  pub- 
lished by  C.  H.  Peirce,  Boston."  The  work  itself,  in  the  val- 
ue of  the  materials  gathered  and  the  fine  style  of  its  literary 
execution,  is  an  important  addition  to  our  collection  in  this  de- 
partment, and  the  elega^nce  of  its  exterior  makes  it  a  pleasant 
ornament  to  the  little  parlor  of  our  cottage  home,  while  the 
/entry  on  the  fly-leaf  recals  a  few  pleasant  hours  we  wero 
permitted  to  spend  with  the  excellent  donor  and  the  accom- 
plished author.  To  Methodists  the  triumphs  of  Methodism 
anywhere  are  always  subjects  of  delightful  contemplation  and 
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the  record  of  the  labors  of  a  Southern  Methodist  in  pknting 
Methodism  in  Ne\T  England  is  interesting  to  Southerners.  If 
any  of  our  readers  wish  to  add  a  very  good  book  to  their  libr  . 
ries  they  may  do  so  by  ordering  this.  We  understand  that  Br  . 
Stevens  is  about  td  bring  out  a  second  series  of  these  Memori- 
als. Bro.  Rand  will  then  recollect  that  "  one  good  turn  de- 
serves another  "  and  will  send  us  a  copy. 

We  think  our  Editor  of  Books  has  shown  good  taste  in  mrir- 
king  the  "Dairyipan's  Daughter"  one  of  the  first  on  our 
Catalogue.  Tlie  neat  edition  issued  by  our  Church  is  cDrichtid 
by  an  Introduction  written  hj  the  Rev.  Dr.  Summers,  who  is 
a  native  of  the  shire  in  which  the  Dairyman's  Daughter  lived 
and  died.  It  appears  from  this  Introduction  that  the  subject 
of  that  remarkable  narrative  waj  converted  to  God  through, 
the  instrumentality  of  a  Vv'^esleyan,  that  she  was  a  Methodist, 
and  that  her  brother  is  a  Methcdipt  preacher.  We  have  read 
this  tract  again,  and  we  are  surprised  at  the  extent  of  circula- 
tion it  has  obtained.  Translated  into  many  languages,  scat- 
tered by  the  million  in  almost  every  part  of  the  world,  the  in- 
strument in  God's  hands  of  converting  so  many,  we  are  sur- 
prised to  find  upon  a  frc::h  perusal  how  simple  it  is.  There 
are  many  more  elegar  Lly  written  books,  some  more  striking 
narratives,  having  every  thing  we  should  think  calculated  to 
do  good  in  a  larger  measure  than  this  book,  and  yet  God. has 
selected  this.    We  honor  it  because  the  Lord  has  chosen  it. 

We  have  received  the  Catalogues  of  the  following  Institu- 
tions :  1.  Emory  and  Henry  College,  in  Va.,  which  numbered 
172  students  during  the  past  year,  and  is  very  prosperous. 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Collins  is  President.  It  is  an  excellent  and 
growing  institution,  we  judge  from  the  representations  of  those 
who  have  visited  it.  2.  Tennnessee  Conference  Female  Col- 
lege. The  Rev.  J.  0.  Church  is  President.  It  is  situated  at 
Columbia,  Tenn.  It  is  flourishing  and  we  doubt  not  deserves 
to  be.  3.  The  Tennessee  Conference  Female  Institute.  It  is 
located  at  Athens,  Ala.  The  Rev.  B.  H.  Hubbard  is  Presi- 
dent. The  author  of  the  Sermon  in  this  number  of  the  Pulpit 
h  one  of  the  Professors.  The  Faculty  is  large.  The  total 
number  of  pupils  during  the  year  is  194.  The  course  is  exten- 
sive.   An  advertisement  appears  on  our  cover  this  month. 
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BR.  T,  J.  P4TRIC  K, 

WHOLESALE  AND  RETAIL  LRUGGIST; 
Gref'.iisboro',  C. 

OFFERS  at  the  lowest  market  prices,  a  larg«  and  well  •eleetti 
assortment  of 

DRUGS  AND  MEDICINIS, 
FRENCH,  ENGLISH  AND  AMERICAN  :HEMICAL3, 
Perfumery,  Extracts,  D/e-SiufTs, 

.Fancy  Articles,         Trusses,  Sir^^ical  Instrument*, 

Fancy  Soap,  Paints  and  Oils,         Dui^gi;  I's  Glass  Waw, 

Brushes,  Fire-proof  Paint,        Pitent  M  dicines, 

Townsend's  Sarsaparilla,  Jaynes'  Medicines,  Ajers'  Cherry  Pectoral, 
Cennine  Cod  Liver  Oil,  together  w  ith  every  Uitii;lecompriping  lh«  St»«k 
•f  Physician  or  Druggist. 

AGENTS  FOP  THE  SOUTHERN  MEl]IO)lST  FuLPIT. 
All  rainibters,  travelling  and  local,  are  authou^td  and  re.^pectfully  re- 
Hmested  to  act  as  agents^ — aid  are  allowed  one-sixfl  of  all  ihey  colled,  as  a 
•ompensation  for  their  trouble.    Any  person  senrlig  us  Jive  Bubscribers 
and  the  pay  in  advance,  shall  be  eniitlo  I  to  a  rip-  for  one  year  grati  s 

Receipts  to  Au<r.  i  : 

The  follovving  persons  liavp  oaid  tor  il"  /;ir?  volume,  viz  :  S.  P* 
Moore,  T.  A.  Scales,  Miss  M.  A.  Rodeni.  , .-.  R(v.  E.  A.  Git)bs,  Misi 
Catherine  Moore,  J.  B.  Emmons,  Miss  iVidiinaPetwav,  D.  CJream- 
er,  Rev,  J.  W.  Hancock,  E.  P,  Nash,  \Vm.  M)rgan,  'Mi?s  A.  M. 
Parhaiii,  Mrs.  R.  C.  Hatch. 

The  folloviring  have  paid  for  the  fourlh  vol.. viz:  S.  P.  Moore, 
Mrs.  Mary  Crnwford,  Rev.  Jas.  Brads,  Mrs.  H.  L.  Holt,  Southern 
Culiivalor,  Miss  M.  A.  Rodeniger,  Miss  C  atheine  Moore,  Wm,  H. 
Gill,  money,  by  Rev,  A,  C.  Allen  pays  for  MAth  and  5th,  Mrs.  E. 
B.  B.11,  Miss  Maria  J..  Cook,  Thos!  W.  FieU,  Rev.  W.  M.  Ward, 
Dr.  J.  P.  Jerman,  C.  J  Brown,  W.  Miles,  J.  H.  White,  N.  Mc- 
Cants,  R.  H.  Harrison,  (R.  Scales  a  handsome  hter,)  J.  B.  EmraonB, 

Jos.  C.  Thomas,   Biirckhard,  Mills  Hig^ns,  Jno.  F.  Houston^ 

J,  D.  Staton,L.  D.  Farr,  Rtv.  J.  W.  Shores,  lev.  L.  P.  Golson, 
(D.  Kesley  3d  and  4th,  but  do  not  know  you  P.  O.)  Rev.  S.  P. 
Whiiten,  Rev.  Isaac  Milnor,  (Mrs.  Hines,  all  pnt.  Thank  you  lor 
your  agency.  All  our  subs,  at  Bolivar  are  lalies,)  Col.  L.  Bacon, 
Dr.  R.  B.  Hobson.  (Rev.  A.  Hunter,  yr.  mon  y  pays  for  next  year, 
the  Home-Altar  and  H.'s  Mag.)  Rev.'W,  A.  t'ayles,  E.  W.  Adams, 
you  pay  for  the  5th  vol.  also,  Miss  Ann  M.  Tqs,  Rev,  D.  T.  Sher- 
man, E.  P.  Nash,  Wm.  Mor^ran,  D'Arcy  Paul  Miss  A.  M.  Parham, 
B.  Pv"Harrison,  Asa  Bishop,  W.  Edwards,  (J.L.  Payne,  you  wrote 
from  Beech  Grove  saying  your  P.  0.  is  Rowisville,  Tenn.  but  we 
do  not  find  such  an  office  on  our  books,)  Ashl'  Sanders,  Rev.  Jno. 
Sale,  Mrs.  L.  Harrison,  Col.  J.^o.  Row,  (Mrs  Anna  M.  Hill,  thank 
you  for  the  Education  money,)  Mrs.  Sarah  H.  Andrews,  Mr.  Geo. 
Ricks,  James  B.  H.  Boddie, 

Have  rec'd  $2  from  D.  Kesley  by  W,  VVitchcrs,  but  do  not 
know  hi«  P.  0. 


TEW]¥ESSEE  CC 


The  next  Session 
September,  and  contir. 


JVFEREM CE  FEMAEE  INSTITUTE, 

ATHENS,  ALABAMA. 

the  Institute  will  commence  the  first  Monday  in 
le  20  weeks.    The  following  are  the  Faculty : 

RD,  A. 


REV.  B.  H.  HUBB.  RD,  A.  M.  President  and  Professor  af  Mathemat- 
ics and  Natural  Science. 

REV.  S.  VV.  MOOEp,  A.  M.  Profe^or  of  Languages  and  Intellectual 
Science. 

MR.  F.  P.  MADDL 

MRS.  S,  W.  MOOR 


MISS  N.  JANE  Hl(  GINS,  Tutoress. 


MISS  OCTAVIA  A 
MR.  B.  SBARCLA 
MRS 

MISS  S.  H.  LANG, 
Needle-work 


A.  M.  Professor  of  English  Literature. 
Teacher  of  the  French  Language. 


BASS,  Principal  of  the  Preparatory  Pepartment. 
Professor  of  Music. 
MARY  BAR(lLAY,  Assistant  Music  Teacher. 

Teacher  of  Painting,  Drawing  and  Ornamental 


The  price  of  Tuition 
Incidental  fee  ?^1.00;  ! 
ing  and  Painting:  SlO.O 


i^aries  from  8  to  S20.00,  according  to  the  Studies ; 
nsic  with  the  use  of  Instruments,  S25,00  ;  Draw- 
for  a  course  of  30  lessons  ;  Ornamental  Needle- 


v.-:.;k  S5.00;  Vocal  Misic  m.OO.    Boarding  S45.00.    Tuition  must  be 


paid  in  advance;  and 
will  be  contiidered  due 
ing  during  ihe  first  mo 
entering  subsequent!}' 
deduction  will  be  mac 
month,  and  thendeduc 
The  Institute  is  in  a 
the  past  Collegiate  yea 
lege  buil  lings  are  large 
and  pleasantly  situatec 
ments.  and  a  good  App 
community. 

The  charge  of  extra 
f'^.:  itute,  the  instances 
perm'si'-'oii  of  parents 
of  Trustees  and  lucult} 


f  any  should  tad  to  make  advance  payment,  it 
and  interest  required  accordingly.    Those  enter- 
th  \vill  be  charged  for  the  entire  session ;  those 
dll  be  charged  from  the  date  of  entrance,  and  no 
!  ,  except  lor  sickness  protracted  for  at  least  one 
ion  will  be  made  for  one  half  the  time, 
ghly  prosperous  condition,  numbering  during 
194  pupils.    The  location  is  healthful,  the  Col- 
com^modious  and  elegant,  handsomely  inclosed 
The  School  is^  furnished  with  Musical  Instru- 
ratus,  and  is  in  $ie  midst  of  a  refined  and  moral 


agance  has  been  erroneously  brought  against  ihe 
I  which  it  has  occurred  having  been  through  the 
guardians,  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  Board 
AuC  ^t  is  our  sincere  request  that  parents  sen- 
ciiiig  liioir  daughters  to  lie  Institute  will  require  them  to  leave  their  jew- 
elry at  home,  and  restriii  their  expenditures  to  a  certain  amount,  beyond 
which  they  may  not  be  )ermitted  to  go.  . 

If  we  considered  it  ne  essary  we  could  truthfully  and  deservedly  pasB 
a  high  eulogium  upon  ach  member  of  our  able  Faculty:  but  we  regard 
this  as  superfluous.  Tb  great  prospeiity  of  the  Institute  in  the  midst 
of  rival  Schools  is  a  sufficient  commendation^  and  affords  to  the 
public  the  surest  eviden  e  of  ability  and  success.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
every  department  is  filLd  by  able^  experienced,  and  successful  teaichexf  . 


All  the  varieties  of  P;  nftng — Crayon,  Mezzotint,  Monochrom. 


l^oWsBO 


and  Water  Colors,  will  ie  taught  by  a  skillful  and  experienced 

Prof,  Barclay  will  tab  a  class  in  Vocal  Music,  and  give  two'^lBBons, 
a  week  for  1,00  per  Ses  ion.  He  has  put  it  at  this  unusual  low  price  in 
order  that  all  nriay  be  ab  3  to  avail  themselves  of  it".  It  is  unnecessary  to 
say  that  h:.3  lessons  wi]  be  Scientific  and  thorough.  We  hope  parents 
generally  will  authorize  heir  daughters  to  take  vocal  music.  The  Text- 
book will  be  Mason's  Sspred  Harp. 

THOS.  H.  HOBBS, 
Athens^  Ala.,  July  24jl851.  Sec.  Board  of  Truisteee. 


